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Vision Statement
Artigarvan Primary School and Community Nursery is committed to providing a happy, secure and caring environment in which our children can learn.  We look to the education of the whole child, so that each of their needs may be met and their full potential developed.  We look to do this not on our own but in partnership with our parents.
Introduction
This policy document sets out the school aims, principles and strategies for the delivery of Information and Communication Technology.  It will form the basis for the development of ICT in the school over the next five years

Rationale

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) contributes to the school curriculum by preparing all young people to participate in a rapidly changing society in which work and other forms of activity are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing technology.  The use of ICT significantly enhances teaching and learning in other subjects and enriches pupils’ learning experiences across the curriculum by enabling rapid access to knowledge, information and experiences from a wide range of sources. The use of ICT throughout the curriculum encourages critical thinking, imagination and creativity, problem solving, initiative and independence, teamwork and reflection. 
 Aims
The overall aim for Information and Communication Technology is to enrich learning for all pupils and to ensure that teachers develop confidence and competence to use ICT in the effective teaching of the curriculum. 
· To develop the ability to use ICT tools, such as computer systems and software and software packages, to support learning across the curriculum but specifically in order to be able to communicate ideas.
· To facilitate the progressive learning of the necessary skills to enable all children to become confident users of ICT whilst meeting the requirements of the Northern Ireland Curriculum.
· To appreciate the relevance of ICT in our society and that it is an essential tool for learning, for communication, for finding information, and for controlling and understanding our environment.
· Explore our attitudes towards ICT, its value for themselves, others and society, and their awareness of its advantages and limitations. 
· To develop the ability to check and question the information held on ICT systems.
· To develop good Health and Safety attitudes and practice.

 Guidelines

·       To ensure the progression of ICT skills through both Key Stages building on previous knowledge through use of the ICT Core Competences.  ICT co-ordinator to provide a complete half a term’s teaching and learning specifically using the Core Competences for Years 4, 5, 6 and 7.  Class teachers are responsible for integrating ICT into other areas of the curriculum.  Years 1, 2 and 3 ICT lessons to be integrated into their timetable and taught by the class teacher. 

·       To allow maximum access to ICT resources for each individual child through careful planning and timetabling including the use of the interactive whiteboards.
·       To provide a variety of ICT experiences linked to the Northern Ireland, particularly in light of the newly Revised Curriculum.
·      Teachers will employ a range of strategies to teach and utilise the benefits of ICT. These will include:
1. Whole class/group teaching using the interactive whiteboard.

2. Whole class/group teaching using the class PCs around the school to follow-up that lesson.
3. Supported learning pairs/individual on class PCs. 
4. Individual work based on children’s needs taking into account SEN.
The Role of the Principal

The overall responsibility for the use of ICT lies with the Principal.

The Principal, in consultation with the staff:

· Determines the way ICT should support, enrich and extend the curriculum.

· Decides the provision and allocation of resources.

· Ensures that ICT is used in a way to achieve the aims of the ICT policy.

Ensures there is an ICT policy, and identifies an ICT co-ordinator.

The Role of the ICT Co-ordinator 
The ICT co-ordinator will facilitate the use of ICT in the following ways:

· By updating the policy and scheme of work.
· By ordering/updating resources.

· By providing INSET so that all staff are confident in how to teach the subject and have sufficient subject knowledge.

· To keep staff abreast of new developments.

· By taking an overview of whole school planning to ensure that opportunities occur for pupils to develop an ICT capability and that progression is taking place.

· By supporting staff in developing pupils’ capability.
· By attending appropriate courses to update knowledge of current developments, and by keeping links with the Advisory Team for ICT.

· Making sure all staff understand the system for logging faults and use of the internet/email.
· Monitoring the curriculum.

· To provide leadership and direction.
The Role of the Classroom Teacher

It is the role of the classroom teacher to:
· Integrate ICT into curriculum planning, classroom teaching and the assessment of pupils’ work.

· Ensure that any ICT resource used in the classroom is appropriate to curriculum needs and the learning needs of the pupils.

· Ensure Health and Safety practices are carried out.
Curriculum Enhancement
Through ICT the school promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, key skills and other aspects and the general teaching requirements: use of language, and health and safety. 
Access to ICT
At present there are13 student PCs networked to a server, 2 in six of the classrooms, 1 in year 2 and 2 interactive whiteboards placed in the year 5 and year 2 classrooms. Each PC has software installed on the hard drive.  The software is dependent on what Northgate has allocated and whether it is a Foundation, Key Stage 1 or 2 PC, however, the ICT co-ordinator has the ability to install most new software purchased by the school.  The server controls access to the Internet, e-mail and activates a back-up system everyday.

There are 6 laptops which can facilitate larger class lessons so that children can practise skills which have been taught.

Equal Opportunities and Special Needs
All pupils, regardless of race or gender, shall have the opportunity to develop ICT capability.  The school will promote equal opportunities for computer usage and fairness of distribution of ICT resources.  Children with a computer at home are encouraged to use it for educational benefit and parents are offered advice about what is appropriate.
Every effort is made to ensure that ICT activities and investigations are equally interesting for both boys and girls, that groups, pairs or individuals are well managed and that multicultural issues are addressed as necessary.
There is one modified keyboard currently in use for an SEN child.

Assessing, Recording and Reporting
Assessment activities will be on-going and a record of monthly planners regarding the use of ICT will be recorded on a standardised planning form to be monitored by the ICT co-ordinator. 
InCAS will be used to assess core Literacy and Mathematics, and will become an assessment tool in Years four, five, six and seven.
A timetable specifying the use of the interactive whiteboards for each teacher allows equal access to this resource.
As per statutory reporting arrangements, we will report on ICT skills of progression in line with the standardised Pupil Profile.

Monitoring and Review
Monitoring is carried out by the head teacher and the ICT co-ordinator, in the following ways:

· Informal discussion with staff and pupils

· Observation of ICT displays

· Classroom observation

· Looking at the work in their individual notebooks

· There is an annual review of this policy by the ICT co-ordinator
Internet Access, Health and Safety 
Children will be made aware of the correct way to sit when using the computer and the need to take regular breaks if they are to spend any length of time on computers.  Computer rules for each classroom should be dealt with by each teacher and preferably put on display.  The school also has a ‘Responsible Use of The Internet Policy’ document.

Each computer system has individual security against access to the management system.  The files and network system are backed up every working day.  The virus checker and filter system are updated regularly by Northgate technicians. 
Internet Code of Practice

· Parental agreement on Internet/ website use 

· Reporting of unsuitable content/material 

· Logging of Internet use 

· Teacher moderated e-mail and Internet sessions 

· No child to use Internet and e-mail unsupervised. 
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